
with the technology and a 

number of students are 

installing it in their own 

home computers  to assist 

with homework. 

 Clearway staff 

took part in multiple assis-

tive technology trainings 

throughout the year. The 

result has been equally 

exciting– blogs have 

served as discussion 

boards for literature in 

English classes, notes have 

been posted for classes, 

dissections have been re-

corded and embedded into 

notes and multi-media 

presentations. The technol-

ogy has not only had an 

impact on our academic 

classes, but also on our 

electives like digital music, 

videography and our brand 

new ―animation‖ class.   

 Clearway is still 

accepting donations for 

the technology drive. Staff 

have specific ideas for 

their technology wishlist– 

SmartBoards (which will 

allow students to have 

digital copies of anything 

written on the Board)  and 

newer computers. 

There have been exciting 

trends happening in spe-

cial education related to 

assistive technology and 

Clearway has worked hard 

to benefit from these   

developments.  

 This year technol-

ogy has been at the center 

of our fundraising efforts 

and thus far we have 

raised over $7000. 

With this money, we 

purchased Kurzweil 

software for our com-

puters. This software 

has allowed access to 

curriculum in such new 

and exciting ways. This 

technology allows 

any material on a 

computer to be read 

aloud to students 

who struggle with reading 

and decoding. With the 

digital copies we possess 

of almost all our texts and 

with our new scanner, this 

means anything written 

can be read aloud.  

 Equally exciting is 

the support Kurzweil pro-

vides to students while 

they are reading or listen-

ing to material. Our   

teachers now embed their 

own questions, voice notes, 

graphics, etc. directly into 

the text to help students 

understand material, organ-

ize their thoughts, and 

focus their attention. The 

software further allows 

digital support with note-

taking, organization, and 

writing.  

 This new technol-

ogy has only been at Clear-

way since April, but the 

impact is already being felt. 

Students are able to in-

crease their independence 

in classrooms. Teachers 

have been able to dramati-

cally decrease the amount 

they read aloud in classes 

and the amount that they 

serve as a scribe. Students 

are getting more confident 

New Technology Comes to Clearway 

Clearway Pilots New Chemistry Class 

Becky Lothrop, Clearway’s 

science teacher for the 

past 5 years, taught Clear-

way’s first ever chemistry 

class. Previously, we had 

believed that facility 

(including no sink in the 

room) and space limita-

tions prevented us from 

teaching a chemistry class 

with a lab component. 

 Peter Rosen, 

Clearway co-director, and 

Becky went to work this 

summer to explore if our 

space could support a 

chemistry lab.  

 They found lab 

tables that had their own 

self-contained water source 

and sink and chemistry 

kits that could be safely 

used in our space. Then 

after many conversations 

with those in the waste 

management industry, they 

problem-solved the last 

hurdle- disposal.   

 After the success-

ful experience for the 7 

students this year, chemis-

try will formally be part of 

our high school science 

curriculum alongside tech-

nology/engineering, biol-

ogy, and physics. This is 

exciting as more of our 

students have expressed 

interests in careers as 

pharmacists.   

Students living in the digital age.  
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As part of the 

technology drive, 

any donation of 

$2000 would 

purchase a 

SMARTBOARD 

for a classroom

(an amazing, in-

teractive white-

board) ñwhich 

we would even 

name after the 

benefactor - (i.e. a 

òRyanboardó) 
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On January 22, 2009 Clear-

way put on the first of its two 

Arts Nights. Students per-

formed a wonderful version 

of Little Shop of Horrors . The 

night also included expan-

sion of Clearway’s arts pro-

gram in a number of ways. 

First, Louie Cohn, Clearway’s 

drama teacher, taught a Set 

Design elective that included 

the creation of multiple ver-

sions of Audrey 2 , Little Shop 

of Horrors  growing and hu-

man-eating plant.  

 The night also in-

cluded the display of videos 

from Ben Hoadley’s Videogra-

phy elective and multiple 

performances by Clearway’s 

rock band (from Ben Hoad-

ley’s Instrumental Perform-

ance elective). As always, 

Roberta Paul had on display 

wonderful displays of student 

artwork from her elective 

classes– drawing, art history, 

and cartooning– and from 

our ceramics elective at a 

local art studio. 

 On June 11, 2009, 

Louie, Ben, and Roberta 

helped lead students in the 

spring Arts Night. This time 

students put on an adapta-

tion of West Side Story  called 

One Side Story. Work and 

performances from Rock 

Band, Set Design, Videogra-

phy, and Art Classes were on 

display again with a couple of 

notable additions. Clearway’s 

improv troupe from the elec-

tive taught by Louie put on a 

wonderful performance. In 

addition, Roberta Paul had 

long had a dream of teaching 

an animation class. With the 

purchase of a new Mac com-

puter, this dream became a 

reality. She was able to dis-

play the animation projects 

from her class to the school 

community.  

 What was most ex-

citing about the night was the 

fact that the vast majority of 

our students had their art 

part of the night. We have 

such a range of art options 

for our students despite our 

small size. 

 

Arts Nights: Music, Drama, and Art 

 

guided tours through the 

exhibit. It was truly a wonder-

ful night. The exhibit re-

mained on display through 

mid-December.  

 Next up, Clearway 

joined the Small, Independent 

School Art League or SISAL. 

This year , the league’s 17th 

annual juried art show was 

held at the Fenn School in 

Concord. The competition 

involves 22 local independent 

schools from Massachusetts 

and Rhode Island and in-

cludes a wide range of cate-

gories . Four of our students’ 

work were accepted into this 

prestigious show and were on 

display at The Fenn School 

from April 28th to May 3rd. 

Visitors including those from 

Clearway were amazed at the 

quality of the work from the 

talented artists involved in 

the show.  

 The competition 

through SISAL already has 

Roberta thinking about po-

tential classes as she begins 

to make plans for her 1st 

digital photography class at 

Clearway School.  

Student Art Workð Competitions and Shows 

Roberta Paul (who just com-

pleted her 25th year at Clear-

way) and members of Clear-

way’s community have long 

known that we have had ex-

tremely talented artists. This 

year, Roberta dedicated her-

self to ensuring that mem-

bers of the  surrounding 

communities began to know 

as well.  

 First, Roberta en-

tered some of her student 

artists into The Boston Globe 

Scholastic Art Awards Compe-

tition. This was the 2nd year 

in which our students en-

tered. This year two of our 

8th graders received honor-

able mentions for their work . 

 From there, Roberta 

coordinated with the West 

Suburban YMCA to have a 

display of our students’ work. 

Clearway hosted an opening 

on April 2, 2009. We invited 

alumni, students, and their 

families. Two-thirds of our 

students showed up with 

their families to enjoy the art 

as well as the hors d’oeuvres 

(shrimp cocktail, fruit, vege-

tables, and cheese - staples 

at any opening). Roberta 
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òClearway 

joined the 

Small, 
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School Art 
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SISAL.ó  

Clearwayõs Rock Band òThe 

Squeebsó prepares for Arts Night 

One of the art works     

selected for the SISAL 

show from one of our    

talented juniors.  



Clearway School, led by Kerry 

Dougherty (Clearway’s transi-

tion counselor for the last 21 

years) and her ―Service Learn-

ing‖ elective class, worked to  

increase the civic-

mindedness of its popula-

tion.  

 The service learning 

class initiated and completed 

a tremendous number of 

projects designed to help 

Clearway and its surrounding 

community. It initiated a sock 

drive for a local homeless 

shelter in Waltham. One of 

the employees of the shelter, 

Bristol Lodge, came to talk to 

the Clearway community 

about the role of the shelter 

in people’s lives.  

 Throughout the year 

so many projects were com-

pleted including a toy drive, 

volunteering at a local day-

care center, and raising 

money for various charities. 

Kerry was most excited that 

students were the real lead-

ers in researching local social 

service charities and organi-

zations. She was pleased that 

students also focused on 

ways to help improve the 

community at Clearway. 

 Towards this end, 

Clearway began a number of 

practices including monthly 

community meetings to dis-

cuss community issues. At 

these community meetings 

students led meetings and 

problem-solved ways to 

address intolerant language, 

to better reach out to new 

students and visiting stu-

dents, and to re-design our 

school’s lunch rules so that 

there was greater coopera-

tion between students and 

staff.  

 Our student 

groups also planned events 

including cookouts, commu-

nity lunch, and a ―Spirit 

Week Extravaganza‖ to help 

build community. All this 

work has led to wonderful 

leadership opportunities for 

students.  

 Clearway also  

hosted its Alumni Night on 

May 22, 2009 for which 25 

alumni came back. For many 

alumni, the goal was to re-

connect with friends and 

former teachers. The night 

also had the goal of support-

ing our juniors and seniors. 

Our upperclassmen/women 

came to hear a panel discus-

sion of what life was like for 

former Clearway students 

when they entered programs, 

colleges, and the world of 

Clearway looks for many 

ways to use our alumni to 

support our students getting 

close to transition. When 

students tour local programs 

and colleges with Kerry 

Dougherty, our transition 

counselor, they often meet 

up with an alumnus who is 

part of the program. This 

allows our juniors and sen-

iors an opportunity to ask 

questions and learn first 

hand about what the transi-

tion from Clearway is like.  

work. Our current students 

prepared for the night with 

Kerry and many wrote ques-

tions for the alumni. It was 

wonderful to hear stories of 

the successes of our former 

students.  

 This year we also 

continued the tradition of an 

alumni speaker at gradua-

tion. One alumnus spoke 

wonderfully about preparing  

Building Community at Clearway 

Alumni Working With Our Students 

the Orton-Gillingham ap-

proach for reading and spell-

ing. Rebecca Antes, our 

speech and language pa-

thologist,  and Mary Ryan, 

our co-director and reading 

teacher for 22 years,  have 

been trained as Orton-

Gillingham Associates and 

this year Haillie Shinohara 

has begun training as well. 

They meet with students 1-on

-1 or in dyads. The program 

focuses on learning sound 

symbol relationships, spell-

ing rules, syllabication rules 

and working on activities to 

improve reading fluency, 

comprehension and written 

expression.  Concepts that 

are addressed in Orton-

Gillingham classes are rein-

forced in the student’s Eng-

lish classes and through 

nightly homework.  

 The  program 

works. Students consistently 

go up in grade levels in their 

speed, comprehension, and 

accuracy. Most impressive is 

that the growth leads stu-

dents to begin to enjoy read-

ing - as one student ex-

pressed on his first visit to a 

bookstore in years.  

Helping Students Read 

About 1/3 of Clearway stu-

dents each year require in-

tensive, specialized services 

with respect to reading. Many 

of these students are stu-

dents who take part in ex-

tremely high level classes. 

Despite having such aca-

demic and artistic strengths, 

these students have strug-

gled with reading. Many of 

these students have grown to 

simply hate reading after a 

tremendous number of diffi-

cult experiences prior to this.  

 Over the last few 

years, Clearway has adopted 
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Students listening to a 

peer discuss the training 

and role of his dog Jess, 

a trained service dog.  

for life in the computer field. Next 

year, Clearway is expanding Kerry’s 

role at Clearway so she can provide 

even more transition support. 



the need for recruitment to 

the staff team. Clearway in-

vited alumni to attend the 

game and recruited alumni 

onto the staff team. Even 

with the addition of our 

skilled alumni, the Fall 2008 

game ended in a tie.  

On June 10, 2009 the students 

who are members of Clear-

way’s Ultimate Frisbee team 

finally defeated Clearway 

staff—in their 4th try. 

 The tradition of the 

Staff – Student Frisbee game 

began in the Fall of 2007. 

Designed to promote feelings 

of community among mem-

bers of Clearway, it quickly 

evolved into a fierce rivalry. 

During the 2 matches in 2007-

8 school year, staff employed 

the strategy of quick bursts of 

energy and building a lead to 

overcome questionable staff 

conditioning. 

 During the Fall 2008 

game, staff scouting of the 

student team, who had a 2-1 

record that season against 

their rival schools, revealed 

 With the expecta-

tion of a significant ―passing 

of the torch‖, the student 

team rallied tremendous 

family support. With a decid-

edly ―home-field‖ advantage 

from the dozens of on-

lookers, the students 

quickly shot to a 5-0 lead. 

The addition of veteran 

teacher Vin D’Aleo (who just   

Students finally Defeat Staff in Staff-Student Game 
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completed his 20th year at 

Clearway) and his controversial 

grab-and-dispense-candy 

(mostly Gummi products) ap-

proach to Ultimate Frisbee, the 

Clearway staff mounted a brief 

comeback.  

 Soon though, the 

game got away from staff. Run-

ning, jumping, knowledge of 

the game, and teamwork are 

difficult to overcome. Clearway 

staff have vowed to return next 

fall for this wonderful challenge 

of defeating the students and 

Father Time. After the game 

students seemed very proud of 

their accomplishment. Clearway 

staff and students were able to 

put away their differences from 

the Frisbee field and come to-

gether to produce a wonderful 

Arts Night the following night 

(see page 2).  

Our victorious students and coach Louie Cohn ð and dog  
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Thanks to all who donated to this year’s technology fundraiser and 

gave $7400 to date. It is not too late to give if you are interested in 

more technology for Clearway.  


